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Dear Gardeners, 
We’ve just come through a challenging period. Our 40-year-old water well collapsed, 
mainly due to the high groundwater levels last year. And this happened during a time 
when not a single drop of rain fell. The good news is: the job is done, and we can water 
our gardens again as we were used to. More on that and a few other things we’d like to 
share with you in this newsletter. 

 

‘Project Water Management’: Doing nothing was not an option 
The collapse of the well couldn’t have come at a worse time — right at the start of the 
new gardening season and during a long dry spell, water was sorely missed. The rain 
barrels in the gardens were empty in no time. As an association, we are still not 
connected to public utilities. That will change with the planned new housing 
development on Heuveleindseweg, opposite our complex. Drinking water for the 
clubhouse and toilet has always come from our neighbors. It was wonderful that they 
were willing to help us by allowing us to fill three large containers with drinking water, 
so gardeners could still water their plants where needed. However, demand was so 
high that the tap was finally turned off. Understandable, but unfortunate for us. 
Thankfully, after a good conversation, access to water was restored. 
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Meanwhile, everything was being done to drill a new well as quickly as possible and get 
everything up and running again. Doing nothing simply isn’t an option for a community 
garden association. And then the clock starts ticking — the application had to be 
approved by Water Board De Dommel, quotes and waiting times for the drilling had to 
be requested, the pump had to be inspected and repaired. Trenches needed digging, 
installations set up, electricity connected, a timer programmed, etc. 

Waiting always feels long, but we succeeded — faster than expected! Many people 
worked extremely hard to make this happen, and we are very grateful to them. 

In the April 27 email with the invitation to the General Assembly (ALV), we already 
mentioned that this was a significant and unexpected expense. It’s not included in this 
year’s budget. We’ve made some suggestions for possible financing options, including 
the purchase of member certificates. We’ll explain this further and put it to a vote during 
the ALV on May 24. By then, we hope to know the total costs and the remaining 
financial room we have as an association. We’ll send more information about the 
member certificates separately. 

Watering 
Given the soaring energy prices that we as an association also face, and to promote 
more efficient water use, we are working with timed watering blocks. Watering is 
allowed between: 

07:00–10:00 and 18:00–21:00 

A few tips and reminders about watering: 

• Covered soil needs less water. 
• Water at the base of the plant; avoid wetting the leaves, especially in strong 

sunlight — this can cause leaf burn! 
• Consider using drip hoses. 
• In dry periods, water deeply every 2–3 days. This allows the water to penetrate 

the soil and reduces evaporation. Roots will grow deeper in search of water, 
resulting in stronger plants. 

• Don’t water a little every day. It evaporates quickly and creates lazy, weak 
plants. Their roots stay shallow and don’t reach deep moisture. Result: they wilt 
quickly in dry spells. 

• Plants in pots need a lot of water. Always make sure the pots have drainage. 
• Collect rainwater in your own garden, so you always have a supply. 
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Important rules: 

• Do not turn on the tap and then go home. A hose might break, causing water to 
flood the paths and waste water. 

• Always turn off the tap when you’re done, and disconnect your hose. Hoses 
must not be left attached to the taps. The tap connectors are property of the 
association and must remain on the taps! 

• If hoses are left attached, you’re more likely to forget to shut off the tap. This 
could result in water running unintentionally during the next time block — which 
we want to avoid. 
 

Do not use pesticides or vinegar 
There are still gardeners who, without hesitation, use pesticides. This is not allowed! 
We’re getting more and more complaints about this. It causes nuisance for your 
neighbors and passersby when spraying is done. These substances end up on your 
carefully grown plants — the same ones you plan to eat! Surely, that’s not what you 
want? It seeps into the soil, can cause health problems, is harmful to the environment, 
and so on. 

Vinegar is also being used more often, under the assumption that it’s harmless. But it 
certainly is not! It causes: 

• Soil acidification 
• Damage to garden plants 
• Disruption of soil structure 
• Harm to the ecosystem 

You’ll find an in-depth article about the use of vinegar on our Facebook page: 
Volkstuintjes De Oude Bogten. 
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