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Dear gardeners, 
We’re already into the second half of the year. Time flies! It’s July, schools are out, and 
the vacation season is here. Whether you’re traveling, chilling at home, or maybe 
you’ve already been on vacation: enjoy the summer! 
In this newsletter, we’ve got a bunch of topics to share with you, including more info 
about our anniversary party on September 27th! 

 

Vacation in the veggie garden 
The vacation season has kicked off! For many, it’s a time to look forward to! When you 
come back after a few weeks away, you often won’t even recognize your garden. It can 
look like a tropical jungle! So here are a few tips to avoid that. Make sure your garden 
is kept up, including the outside. 
• Cover unused areas while you’re away to cut down on unwanted growth. 
• Ask someone to take care of your garden while you’re gone. Give them the key and 
let them know to close the gate when they come in and leave. Also, tell them the 
watering rules. 
• Let us know who’s taking care of your garden so we know who to expect. You can do 
this via secretaris@oudebogten.nl or reach out to one of the board members. 
• Going on vacation for four weeks or more? Let us know 
at secretaris@oudebogten.nl too! 
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Taking care of your garden? Don’t forget about the edges!  
The building and garden inspection committee regularly checks out the complex to see 
how things are looking. If we notice any maintenance issues, we’ll get in touch with the 
gardener involved. Besides keeping your garden tidy, you’re also required to take care 
of the outer edges, which means the first 30 cm outside your garden boundary. We 
often see overhanging nettles there—not fun if you get stung! Or tall flowering grasses 
that are spreading everywhere. You can be approached about this too, and we 
consider it as overdue maintenance. 

 

Anniversary Party 

De Oude Bogten is celebrating 50 years of green passion and the opening of 

the new clubhouse!  
 
Open Day – September 27, 2025 
This year is a special one for our community garden association: we’re turning 50! For 
half a century, members have been passionately sowing, planting, and harvesting in 
our beautiful garden complexes. We’re throwing a festive Open Day on Saturday, 
September 27, 2025—and you won’t want to miss it! 
 
From 11:00 AM to 4:00 PM, we’ll open our gates to everyone who wants to experience 
garden life. There will be tours of the gardens, various stalls, demonstrations by 
members, a kids’ treasure hunt, and of course, snacks made with ingredients from our 
own gardens. 
 

Highlight of the Day: 
At 11:15 AM, we’ll have the grand opening of the revamped clubhouse, where we’ll 
reflect on the history, growth, and future of De Oude Bogten. Former members, current 
gardeners, neighbors, and anyone interested are more than welcome! 
 
Come hang out, bring your friends, neighbors, or family, and celebrate this green 
anniversary with us. Together, we’ll make it a day full of nostalgia, inspiration, and 
connection. 
 
Starting at 5:00 PM, there will be a cozy gathering with snacks and drinks just for 
our members, so keep an eye out for announcements! 
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Volunteers Needed!!! 
As mentioned above, we want to celebrate the 50th anniversary and the opening of the 
clubhouse in style. But we need your help! 
 
What are we looking for? 
• We have a lot of different cultures in the garden, and we’d love to showcase that 
diversity. If you’d like to bake or cook something, let us know! 
• We also need people to help set up stalls, etc., on Friday, September 26, and to clean 
up on Sunday, September 28. 
 
Let us know if you can join us. We’d love to see you! 
You can sign up at voorzitter@oudebogten.nl or just talk to us in the garden. 
 
On behalf of the anniversary committee (Daphne, Wim, José, Jos, and Marion), see 
you in September!! 
 

Call to All Members 

 
To connect and get to know each other in this anniversary year, we’re asking you to do 
the following: 
 

• Grab an envelope, put some seeds in it (one type of seed per envelope), and include 
a note with your name and garden number. 

• Write on the envelope what’s inside (which type of seeds), seal it up, and drop it in 
the box by the clubhouse. 

 
Please do this by September 20, 2025! Then let’s wait and see what happens… 
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📸 Garden Photo Contest – Join In! 
 

Hey garden lovers, 
Do you have that one perfect shot of blooming beans, a shiny zucchini nestled in the 
greenery, or a bee happily munching on flowers? Now’s your chance to share your 
garden joy with the rest of our community! 
 

🎯 What’s the challenge? 

Send in your best community garden photo for our anniversary photo contest. 
Whether it’s about nature, creativity, or everyday life in the garden – we want to see it! 
 

🏆 What can you win? 

The winning photo will be featured in our next newsletter and will get a special spot in 
the clubhouse! 
 

📅 Submission Deadline 

Send your photo by September 15, 2025, to voorzitter@oudebogten.nl. Make sure to 
include your name, garden number, and a short description of the photo. 
 

Get that camera clicking and surprise us with your garden talent! 🌿 

 

Watering Policy 
Our revamped water supply is working like a charm! And we’re really happy about that 
since there hasn’t been much rain lately. 
You can water between 7:00 and 10:00 AM and between 6:00 and 9:00 PM. 

• Stay on the garden while you’re watering! It’s fine to grab a cup of coffee or take a 
stroll around the complex, but don’t head home. 

• Turn off the tap when you’re done and take the hose off the tap after use. Hoses 
shouldn’t be left connected. Plus, if you leave it on, you might forget to turn off the 
tap, and then the water will keep running in the next time slot. We definitely don’t 
want that waste or any potential flooding. 

• The tap fittings belong to the association, so please leave them in place. 

• Only water your own garden, not the paths, so passersby don’t get unnecessarily 
wet. This is especially important on the narrower garden paths! 
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Clubhouse Renovation, from the inside to the outside 
Now that the inside renovation is almost done, it’s time to tackle the outside. We’re 
putting up a big canopy and a restroom. The concrete has been poured, and the 
canopy will be installed around mid-August. But first, our construction team is going to 
enjoy a well-deserved vacation! 
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Weeks 31 and 32: Volkstuinencomplex not accessible via 

Heuveleindseweg 

On the site of the old mink farm opposite our complex, some building plots are being 

developed. Between July 28 and August 8, they’ll be laying the sewer connections. The 

work will take about 3 to 4 days. 

What does this mean? 

• The community gardens will only be accessible by car up to about 150 meters from 

the paved part of Heuveleindseweg (the stretch in front of house numbers 11 and 

13). 

• After the work is done, they’ll lay down a gravel surface. New asphalt will only be put 

down once all construction work is finished. 
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Coins for coffee, tea, and soda 
Since July 1st, you need to pay again for coffee, tea, and a bottle of soda. The price is 

€0.60 for each. We’ll be using coins, which you can buy in packs of 5. Payment can be 

made with a card, so we won’t be handling cash in the clubhouse anymore. 

You can also still buy tonkin sticks, dried cow manure, and lava rock. 

 

Help! The Colorado potato beetle has been spotted again 
This beetle mainly affects potatoes. If you have potatoes growing, make sure to check 
your plants every day. Crush any beetles you see between your fingers. Also, look at 
the underside of the leaves for orange-yellow eggs and crush those too. Using 
pesticides is (legally) not allowed! They can also appear on other nightshade plants like 
tomatoes, peppers, and eggplants. 

For more info, check out the detailed article about the Colorado potato beetle 
at www.velt.nu. 
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No dumping of trash allowed  

Where there's work, there's always some mess. The Garden Cleanup Team helps clear 
out canceled gardens, which creates waste that gets stored near the clubhouse until it 
can be taken to the recycling center. Also, the clubhouse renovation produces 
construction debris. And weird but true: some gardeners keep thinking they can just 
dump their unwanted stuff there without asking. That’s not allowed! We have a zero-
tolerance policy. If you get caught doing this, your membership will be immediately 
terminated. 

The club has to spend a lot extra to remove illegally dumped trash, and we have to 
pass those costs on to all members by raising the rent. That’s really unfair, right? 

Now, think about it this way: how would you feel if people secretly dumped their trash at 
your place? And imagine how it feels for the volunteers who have to clean all this up — 
they’re all well-meaning folks who give their time freely, and we really need them. It 
would be a shame if they stop helping because of this. If the shoe fits, wear it… 

Give and Take Table: Only vegetables and fruit. 
Got some extra veggies or fruit from your harvest? Feel free to put it on the give-and-
take table by the clubhouse so others can enjoy it. 
Got other things that still have some life left in them and you want to make someone 
happy? Post a message on our Facebook page. 
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Japanese Knotweed in your garden? nA few gardens have reported seeing 

Japanese Knotweed. It’s a super invasive plant. Below are some photos so you can 
recognize it. What should you do if you find it in your garden? nn• Report it immediately 
to secretaris@oudebogten.nl or tell one of the board members. • Stay away from the 
plant! Don’t cut, dig, or do anything with it. That will only make things worse. Dealing 
with it is tricky and requires a specialist. That’s a job for our board member Joop  

  

 

 

The plant usually blooms in August-September. 

 

New gates will take a little longer 
Because of the work on expanding the clubhouse, we’re postponing the installation of 
the new gates for now. Once they’re in, we won’t be able to use them for a week, and 
that’s not really convenient with all the material coming in and out for the clubhouse.  
To be continued… 
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Idea box 
At the last members’ meeting, someone suggested putting up an idea box. Great idea! 
We’ve already done that, and the first ideas have been dropped in. Thanks! 
You can find the idea box on the side of the toilet. We’re hoping for lots of great ideas! 

Rabo Club Support campaign 
We’ve signed up again for the annual Rabo Club Support campaign. This year, our 
savings goal is to contribute to a green hedge around our complex. Unfortunately, the 
municipality won’t be supporting us this time. 
Members of Rabobank can vote from September 1 to 23. 
We’ll tell you how in the next newsletter! 

Date for the 2nd members’ meeting 
Save the date: Saturday, November 29, we’ll hold our second general members’ 
meeting of the year. Time to be announced. 
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