DE OUDE X* BOGTEN

Newsletter April 2025

Dear Gardeners,

It can change quickly... Early 2024 was extremely wet, and in the first months of this
year, barely a drop of rain fell. So, it has had a good chance to dry out. We've also
been able to fully enjoy sunny and warm days. Fantastic weather to get busy in the
garden. But be careful: the nights are still cold, so proceed with caution.
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Sunday, April 13: First Garden Inspection of the Year

On Sunday, April 13, the garden inspection and construction committee will conduct a
tour of the gardens for the first inspection of the year. The season is still young, so we
understand that most gardens are not yet in perfect condition. However, we do expect
that work on preparing the soil has already begun. We will also check that there is no
nuisance caused by overhanging blackberry, raspberry bushes, or tree branches
extending into neighbours’ spaces.

Not sure what is expected in terms of maintenance, what is allowed and what isn’t, or
how liability is arranged? This is detailed in the household rules, available on our
website www.oudebogten.nl. For garden maintenance, refer to articles 3, 12, 14, 16,
17, 19, and 20; for liability, article 3 is key.
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For the time being, no water is available from the taps

The renovation of the clubhouse also involves changes to the technical installation. For
example, the fuse box needs to be relocated, the electricity reconnected and
expanded. Additionally, a new cable has to be laid underground from the electricity box
near Heuveleindseweg. Alltogether, it's a substantial task and not something that can
be completed quickly. We expect it will take at least until the end of April before the
pump can be operational again.
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With the lack of rain, this is challenging—we fully understand that. However, keep in
mind that only the top layer is dry. If you stick a spade into the ground, you'll see that
beneath the surface, it’'s moist enough. But we do understand that you may
occasionally want to water your seeds. That’s why there are a few large barrels of
water next to the toilet where you can fill your watering can. We ask everyone to use
the (tap) water sparingly. Also, think of your fellow gardeners!

Vandalism and theft

During the weekend of April 5 and 6, several gardens were broken into and damaged.
Naturally, this is very unpleasant and frustrating. We cannot emphasize enough: lock
the gate with your key when you enter and leave. Even if you are only on your garden
for a short while. It's perfectly fine to address your fellow gardener if he or she doesn't
close the gate. Let's all stay vigilant and keep an eye out for anything that is not right.
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Our new clubhouse: What's the status?

Significant progress has been made! The floor is finished, the fuse box has been
relocated, and work on the remaining electrical installation is underway. A cozy wooden
back wall has been constructed, and further wall finishing is planned, along with the
installation of the kitchen. The moment is approaching when the interior of the
clubhouse will be completed. The goal is to have it ready in time for the General
Assembly for members (see further in this newsletter).

Date of the General Assembly for members

The first General Assembly for memebers (ALV) of this year will take place on
Saturday, May 24, from 1:30 PM to 3:00 PM. This is slightly later than usual, but for a
good reason: we want to have the interior of the clubhouse completed first. During the
last week of April, the invitation and additional information will be sent out. We'll reveal
one agenda item in advance: a new household regulation.
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Dumping Waste is Prohibited

Where work is done, debris is inevitable. The Garden Cleanup Team assists in clearing
out gardens, producing waste that is temporarily stored around the clubhouse until it
can be transported to the recycling center. The renovation of the clubhouse also
generates construction waste. Strangely enough, some gardeners continue to assume
they can add their own unwanted items to these piles without permission. This is not
allowed! We enforce a zero-tolerance policy. If you are caught doing this, your
membership will be immediately terminated. The association incurs significant
additional costs for disposing of “illegally dumped waste.” These costs are then passed
on to all members through increased rental fees. That’s unfair, isn’t it?

Think about it: how would you feel if people secretly dumped their waste on your
property? And consider how it affects the volunteers cleaning up the mess—dedicated
individuals who selflessly contribute and are essential to the association. It would be a
shame if they decided to stop helping for this reason. If the shoe fits, wear it...

Supply of Pavers

We have purchased a supply of pavers, which we will use to pave the main path in due
course. These are not meant to be taken for personal use. This applies to the stock
near Heuveleindseweg as well as the stock near the canteen.

Rain Barrels

We’ve acquired a number of second-hand barrels for water collection—always handy to
have rainwater in reserve. Don’t have a rain barrel in your garden yet, but would like
one? Send an emalil to secretaris@oudebogten.nl with your name and garden plot
number. First come, first served.
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The Oude Bogten Soon to Be 50 Years Young!

On April 18, our association will celebrate its 50th anniversary. That’s certainly cause
for a party! Of course, this milestone deserves a celebration, but it will take place at a
later date. This is because we’re still in the middle of the renovations and we also want
to officially open the clubhouse. So, stay tuned for updates...more details to follow!
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